
 
The Landscape Educational Advancement Foundation:  

The History of CLCA's Scholarship Program  
 
 
 

Since 1977, one of the main focuses of the CLCA Auxiliary has been the financial assistance 
to students pursuing careers in the landscape field, both at the state and local levels. In the 
mid-1980's long-time member, Candy Fiske, made a proposal to the State Auxiliary wherein 
a tax-exempt foundation would be established which would house and manage perpetual 
scholarships established by individuals, families, companies and other entities. Donations, 
tax deductible to the extent allowed by law, to these funds would create earnings from 
investments as set forth by its Bylaws and ONLY THESE EARNINGS would be awarded as 
scholarships each year, thus ensuring the fund principals would remain intact. The Auxiliary 
enthusiastically approved this proposal and, thanks to the efforts of many dedicated 
individuals from the Auxiliary, CLCA and the Associate Member Organization, the Landscape 
Educational Advancement Foundation (LEAF) was formally established in 1988. Since that 
time a total of 38 memorial, 8 honorarium, 13 chapter, 3 company, 1 family, the AMO and 
the CLCA Auxiliary funds have been established totaling $1,446,876.40 
 
Applications are carefully evaluated and scored based on goals, extra curricular activities, 
work experience, financial need, letters of recommendation and grade point average in their 
major. As of December 31, 2023 the CLCA Women's Auxiliary and LEAF have awarded 1197 
scholarships to 630 students totaling $756,775! 
 
In 1995 a grant program was established as an opportunity to provide financial assistance 
to landscape programs for special needs (projects, equipment, tools, etc.) in all educational 
levels. To date LEAF has three grant funds: the Educational Grant, North Coast Auxiliary and 
CalPoly-San Luis Obispo. To date thirteen grants have been awarded totaling $15,577.63 
and the combined principal balance of these grant funds has grown to $63,934.63.  
 
The State Women's Auxiliary continues their fundraising efforts with the unending and much 
appreciated support and participation of its members and you, the members of CLCA. The 
chapter honorarium and memorial funds continue to grow, thanks to the fundraising efforts 
of the chapters who established them. Several events have proven to be extremely 
successful. Suggestions and guidance is available to anyone or any group interested in a 
commitment like this. Remember, your contribution is a way of giving back to the industry 
that has provided your family its livelihood. Gifts to LEAF ensure an enduring source of 
capital to support future leaders of the Landscape Industry by fostering educational 
excellence. 

 
For more information regarding LEAF or for fundraising suggestions, please contact Mary 
Cohen, LEAF Chairperson, at (408)981-2955 or via e-mail at maryecohen@gmail.com. To 
establish a new fund, make a donation or for informational brochures, either contact Mary 
or send your request to the Landscape Educational Advancement Foundation (LEAF), c/o 
CLCA Headquarters, 1491 River Park Drive, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95815-8899 or call 
(916)830-2780.  
 
CLICK HERE to read the bios of individuals who have named funds in LEAF that we 
established or are supported by the SFBA. 
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